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By this Parasara means that the Snsukta glorifies
Sri eloquently as the treasure-house of several perfections.
The Pumsasukta, which may be called the sequel of
Snsukta identifies Sri as the consort of Narayana.46

The Itihasa-s, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata,
the Smrti texts and the Parana- s clarify this point raised
by the scriptures, says Parasara.

But it is a distressing fact that unable to perceive
this truth embedded in texts of great authority and
obviously having fallen outside the purview of the
benevolent grace of Sri, different people have attained
conflicting views regarding this world-manifestation and
the status of Laksml. Thus the Carvaka-s and other
non-Vedic votaries do not accept the validity of the
Veda-s, Some the like SankJbya-s and the Mimamsaka-s
refute the concept of a master for this universe. Still
others speak of a master but do not attribute any
perfections to Him.47 Still others call Siva as the Supreme
Being. As opinion is thus divided, it is only the devotees
of Lord Visnu and His consort Sri who can see Sri as
the ultimate truth of all the Vedic texts. She is the treasure
which is not seen with the naked eye, but which reveals
itself to those who have the mental eye, embellished
by the collyrium of devotion.48 The expression asyesana
jagato visnupatn^ already has set the tone for the
prosperity of Laksml. The Snsukta in 15 verses expatiates
on this glory of Hers. The Purusasukta {khila added
to the tenth mandala of the Rg-Veda] speaks of Her
consort. All these texts read together thus present a picture
of Laksml who is the prosperous, benevolent and unique
consort of the Lord of the universe.

In fact, the Ramayana breathes the life and activities
of Laksml in her incarnation as Sita. In the light of this